LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAi\' NAMHUDIRI

Vazhakunnam's Laghubhagavatam is precise and poetical
throughout. It gives the nectar of Bhagavata even to those who
are unfortunate, and cannot read the whole of the voluminous
Srimadbhagavatam.

The great scholar Emerson, the American who loved India,
mentions in one of his letters to Max Muller which he wrote on
4th August 1873 that the Indian books that attracted him were
Bhagavadgita, Vishnupurana, Manusmriti and Bhagavatapurana.
He declares, "........ I still prize the first chapters of that Bhagavat

as wonderful ..../'70 Emerson had this opinion without reading the

original of the texts including Bhagavata. It was Bumoufs books
on Bhagavata that inspired him. Many a scholar would thus be
attracted to Bhagavata by reading books based on Bhagavata.

So, if Vazhakunnam's Laghubhagavatam produces an interest
for the reader in the Srimadbhagavatam. then to say the least, ,the
first step towards the propagation of Bhagavata culture is fulfilled
by Vazhakunnam.

BHAGAVATASTAVAH n
The set of poems under the title 'Bhagavatastavah7, of
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